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Аннотация 

В презентации рассматриваются вопросы образования для военнослужащих, вернувшихся после военных действий. Анализируются проблемы, которые возникают у ветеранов и их семей с точки зрения теории развития позитивного мышления  в социальной работе. Даются рекомендации  по организации образовательных программ для  бывших военнослужащих.
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Focus of the Presentation: The current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan have renewed concerns about the deleterious effects of war on returning veterans and their families. These veterans will have similarities and differences than veterans of previous conflicts. Unlike past conflicts there has been the greatest utilization of the reserve component and female soldiers, for example, since World War II. This presentation will highlight the challenges facing SW educators and clinicians to address the need for preparation of social workers to adequately respond to this next “greatest generation” of veterans.

It is anticipated that at least 30% of all returning veterans will meet DSM: IV-R criteria for serious mental health disorders ranging from post-traumatic stress disorder, substance abuse, mood disorders and other forms of anxiety disorders (Hoge, et al., 2006). Past studies show substance abuse in particular is a common occurrence in returning veterans and is exhibited in 50 to 85 percent of those with PTSD. Veterans suffering from PTSD experience significantly higher rates of marital, parental, and family adjustments problems than those without PTSD (Jordan, et al., 1992). Combat exposure overshadows the effect of any other variable that might predispose to marital and family problems. The elevated levels of domestic violence and child abuse, spousal and partner stress and behavioral problems that have bee consistently seen in Viet Nam veterans are now evident in Iraq veterans (Kanter, 2007). Further more, rates of interpersonal violence in both active duty and veteran’s populations are estimated to be three times greater than for civilian populations.  

Added to this scenario are a significant number of returnees who will "fly below the radar" undetected until such a time that their problems cause major disruptions in their family life, employment, community, and our classrooms. 

A substantial proportion of returning veterans are "citizen soldiers" - National Guard and Army Reserve who will be discharged directly to their home communities many to small communities across the United States who will attend small universities and colleges that may have limited counseling resources. Through the utilization of vocational rehabilitation and the Montgomery GI Bill it is expected that the number of active service members and veterans attending college will increase. It is imperative that we understand that many will require assistance as they transition from the streets of Kandahar and Baghdad to the sidewalks of our campuses. 
This presentation will focus on the need for social work educators to engage returning veterans through their curriculum and in their classroom. Potential problems faced by returning veterans will be discussed as well as recommendations on how to engage veterans and their families from a strength-based perspective. Recommendations on how to assist veterans reintegrate positively into higher education will be discussed.
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